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During Q4 2025, Berks East LCU recorded 805 stop and searches, representing a 23.4% reduction compared to the same period last year. Of the total searches conducted, 403
involved white individuals, 280 involved individuals from black & ethnic minority groups, 20 were recorded as other and 227 as self-defined ethnicity not stated. Disproportionality
data shows an overall ethnic minority disproportionality of 1.5, with black individuals at 3.2, asian individuals at 1.2, mixed ethnicity individuals at 1.7, and other ethnic groups at
1.0, when compared to white individuals. These figures have remained broadly consistent.

Analysis highlights that the rate of stop and search per 1,000 population remains highest for black individuals (5.1 per 1,000), compared to 1.6 per 1,000 for white individuals and
2.3 per 1,000 for all ethnic minority groups combined. Disproportionality trends continue to be monitored, with no emerging concerns identified.

In relation to under-18 searches, the majority involved individuals aged 14—-17, with a high proportion being male.

The majority of searches during the period were conducted under Misuse of Drugs legislation, with Drugs/Other Substances accounting for the most frequent grounds for search.
Outcome data shows that while No Further Action (NFA) remains the most common outcome, there were also a significant number of arrests and community resolutions. Arrest
outcomes were proportionate across ethnicities, providing assurance that stop and search powers continue to be applied based on intelligence rather than ethnicity.

The last two Community Scrutiny Panel (CSP) meetings were cancelled by the Chair. It has now been proposed that the May CSP will include a full panel review of stop and
search, followed by a dedicated Use of Force data analysis, to strengthen external scrutiny and assurance.

Supervisors continue to be reminded through health checks and Team Inspector performance plans of the requirement to complete two stop and search reviews per month.
Performance in this area requires improvement within Berkshire East and will continue to be monitored.
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